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NOW YOU ARE READY TO EDIT: 
1.  Using two different colored pencils, underline each sentence in your essay, alternating colors as 
you go. 
 CHECKLIST 
_____ Did I check each long sentence to be sure it is not a run-on? 
_____ Did I check each short sentence to be sure it is not a fragment? 
 
2.  Using another color, put a box around the first three words in each sentence. 
 CHECKLIST 
 _____ Did I make sure that no sentences begin with a conjunction? 
 _____ Does each sentence begin in a different way? 
  
3.  Using yet another color, circle each verb. 
 CHECKLIST 
 _____ Are all the verbs present tense? 
 _____ Do I use active verbs? (Count up your passive “to be” verbs and cut them in half!) 
 
 
BEFORE YOU BEGIN: 
Check the organization and content to be sure you have included all the necessary parts of your paper. 
CHECKLIST 
_____ Does my essay have an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion? 
_____ Does my essay have a strong thesis statement? 
_____ Does each body paragraph have a topic sentence and concluding statement? 
_____ Do I use transition words to begin my paragraphs? 
_____ Are the paragraphs in a logical order and easy to follow? 
_____ Does each paragraph only discuss one thing? 
_____ Are my ideas clear and well-developed, providing enough detail and explanation? 
FINALLY: 
Reread each sentence one last time and check the punctuation and vocabulary.  Eliminate any 
contractions.  (can’t = can not)  Remember that you want to use a variety of sentence structures, as well 
as a variety of vocabulary.  Cross out ugly words, such as really, very, so, stuff, good, bad, happy, sad, 
etc.  Replace them with more vivid language.  Add descriptive adjectives and adverbs to enhance your 
writing.  Use a thesaurus!  
really angry = furious          very happy = elated          so sad = devastated 









LET’S PRACTICE EDITING: 
 The American Dream was a prevalent theme in John Steinbeck’s novella Of Mice and Men.  George 
and Lennie’s desire to own their own land and control their own futures is a direct reflection of this idea.  
George and Lennie so badly wanted to reap the rewards of their hard work.  Instead, they spent 
backbreaking hours working on someone else’s land for small pay and bad accommodations, just as their 
dream appeared within reach, everything is lost.  Upon reflection of this loss.  George says, “—I think I 
knowed from the very first.  I think I knowed we’d never do her. ” (p.94)  George was aware of something 
that Lennie was not George knows the unlikelihood of actually fulfilling this goal in a time when men are 
losing everything despite their efforts. So Steinbeck uses his novella to convey the message that during 
the Great Depression the American Dream is no longer in existence.  
*A paragraph is a group of sentences that work together to create a main idea, and this main 
idea should be expressed in one sentence called the TOPIC SENTENCE. 
*A good paragraph displays UNITY, which means 
ALL the sentences that follow support the main 
idea in the topic sentence. 
 
*Each sentence should relate logically to the 
next one, giving the paragraph COHERENCE. 
 
*Remember to stay FOCUSED on the topic. 
 
*Incorporate textual support to prove your 
point. 
*Don’t end abruptly; complete your over-all idea with a CONCLUDING STATEMENT that rephrases your topic sentence. 
ADDITIONAL TIPS: 
*Avoid wordiness, fragments, and run-on-sentences. 
*Use your best vocabulary, and try not to repeat words. 
*If you are writing about literature, keep your verbs in present tense. 
*Strive for AT LEAST 5 sentences.  Sometimes your topic will require more. 














*Describe the key example of this theme. 
 
 





*Reinforce your thesis statement by reiterating how the theme is shown through the literature. 
 
Discuss ONE central theme in the novella Of Mice and Men.  What 









































1.  Construct a compelling introductory statement which includes the title and author of the story. 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
2.   Provide a BRIEF summary of the story.  Include only enough background information to prepare the 






3.  THESIS STATEMENT (What is the character’s dream and what is their ultimate goal?)  Remember that 




*Provide evidence to support the thesis.   
*Only address one piece of evidence per paragraph. 
*Don’t stray off topic or summarize the plot. 
 
Topic Sentence (What is this character’s dream in the beginning of the play?) 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Examples/Explanation (Explain the character’s dream and its impact on him/her. Consider why this 














































Topic Sentence (What do we learn is the character’s ultimate goal?) 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Examples/Explanation  (How is the goal revealed? How would this dream help him/her accomplish 












*Bring together your ideas and reinforce the thesis statement. 
(How does the reader come to realize the character’s underlying motivation?) 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Reiterate the importance of the character’s need for personal fulfillment.  Does the character find this 






CLINCHER STATEMENT   









RUBRIC FOR MONITORING CHANGES 
 
Category First Draft Second Draft 
Total Number of Sentences   
Total Number of Verbs   
 
Using two different colored pencils, underline each sentence in your essay,  
alternating colors as you go. 
Number of Fragments   
Number of Run-ons   
 
Using another color, put a box around the first three words in each sentence. 
Number of Conjunctions   
Number of Repetitions   
 
Using yet another color, circle each verb. 
Number of Past Tense Verbs   
Number of Passive Verbs   
 
Eliminate contractions and use a variety of vocabulary. 
Get rid of ugly words, and replace them with more vivid language. 
 
Number of contractions   
Number of “ugly” words   
 
 
